Emergency Departments in Connecticut: A Report Utilizing the National Emergency Department Inventory Survey.
To describe the current state of emergency departments in Connecticut. We analyzed Connecticut data from the National Emergency Department Inventory - Nev England survey. We categorized emergency departments (EDs) into high-volume (> 50 000 annual vis its) vs low-volume (< 50000 visits). 31 (89%) Connecticut EDs responded. The median annual ED visit volume was 45,000 visits with 20 (65%) EDs reported being "at or over capacity," including nearly all high-volume EDs. Only 1: (35%) EDs had pediatric emergency care coordinators, and access to specialties varied with notable shortages in neurology, neurosurgery, plastic sur- gery, and hand surgery. Electronic health records had near universal adoption but video consultation utilization was limited. Computer tomography and point-of-care ultrasound was widely available. While Connecticut EDs reported the ability to provide a broad array of emergency care services, policymakers seeking to improve acute care access should focus efforts on crowding and pediatric emergency care, as well as video consultation adoption.